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THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
NATIONAL SYNOD OF WALES
SYNOD MEETING
AUTUMN 2025




Saturday 18 October 2025, 11.00 am – 3.30 pm
Hybrid

Attendance:  53 people in person and 18 people were on zoom
1. Opening Worship and Commemorations
Opening Worship was led by Maggie Kirkbride, Lay Preaching Advocate

Ministers and Elders who have died since last Synod Meeting:
Elizabeth Graham		City URC  
Eunice Griffiths 		Holywell,
Carolyn Jenkins		Van Road URC 
Dr Alun Jones			Beulah URC  
Paul Quinn			Tiers Cross.
Anne Rees			Elfed Avenue United Church  
Bronwen Rogers		Gloddaeth United Church 
Trefor Suddick		Horeb Dyserth Chapel 
Betty Thomas			Christ Well  
Anne Williams		Gilwern URC 
Revd Dr Peter Cruchley 
Revd Professor John Heywood Thomas  
Revd Lionel John Thomas

David Salsbury (DS), Moderator, led prayers for those named.

2. Introductions and Notices

The following ecumenical guests were welcomed:
Anthony Batterton (Z)	Congregational Federation in Wales 
Revd Noel Davies (Z)		Union of Welsh Independents 
Parch Owain Llyr Evans	Undeb yr Annibynwyr Cymraeg 
Revd Andrew Kleissner	South Wales Baptist Association 
Dr Cynan Llwyd		Cytȗn 
Revd Dr Ian Morris     	Methodist Church, Synod Cymru 
Carol Rakodi (Z)		Religious Society of Friends 
Glynis Owen			Presbyterian Church of Wales  
Parch Maggie Rich (Z)	Undeb Bedyddwyr Cymru 
Captain Kathryn Stowers	Salvation Army

Dr Cynan Llwyd from Cytȗn, on behalf of all ecumenical guests thanked the Synod for their invite and warm welcome. He thanked Revd Martin Spain for his tireless commitment to building bridges across the traditions and to David Salsbury, Moderator for his support since he took on his role at Cytȗn.

Ecumenical apologies were noted from:
Venerable Alan Jevons (Church in Wales), Parch Judith Morris (Baptist Union of Wales).

Ministerial anniversaries:
David Maldwyn Owen 01/10/1960 		65 years 
Nanette Lewis-Head 18/06/1965 			60 years 
Kenneth Graham 01/07/1965 			60 years 
Stuart Jackson 03/09/1965 				60 years 
Gethin Sion Rhys 17/02/1990 			35 years 
Andrew Christopher Mills 01/07/1990 		35 years 
Martha Luanne McInnes 01/07/1990 		35 years 
Charles David Dean 16/09/1990 			35 years 
Charles Peter Gaskell 28/10/1995 			30 years 
David Adam Salsbury 22/07/2000 			25 years 
Jason Michael Edward Askew 12/08/2000 	25 years 
Zaidie Antonette Orr 01/09/2015 			10 years 
Lee Barbara Liddell 04/08/2020 			5 years

David Salsbury, Moderator, presented Revd Clare Nutbrown-Hughes with her official ordination certificate as this was not available at her ordination into the Valleys Pastorate on 30th August at Van Road.

Appointments within the Synod:	 
Revd Lee Liddell was welcomed to serve Barry Uniting Church in a part time role alongside her service at Pontprennau on 7 September 2025. 
Lee Whyman has been appointed to the role of Synod Safeguarding Officer, starting on Monday 1 December 2025.

Ministers moving within the Synod since last Synod meeting: 
None

Ministers moving into the Synod since last Synod meeting: 
Revd Clare Nutbrown-Hughes was ordained and inducted to the Valleys Pastorate on 30th August 2025

Ministers moving out of the Synod since last Synod meeting: 
Revd Johnny O’Hanlon moved from Rivertown to Sheffield Team Ministry in September 2025.

Elders ordained since last Synod meeting: 
Dr Carol Barrett			City URC  
Jane Evans				Rivertown 
Margaret Reid			St John’s URC Flint  
Marian Riccio				Rivertown
Jo Robinson				United Church in Rhyl 
Andy Wales				Beulah URC

Apologies for absence were received from:
Lynda Bull (St David's Uniting Church), Colin Harrison (Dan y Graig), Rob Moverley (Van Road/Llanfair Uniting), Revd Julie Kirby, Revd David Poulton, Revd Malcolm Shapland, Revd Nick Sissons (St Paul’s United Penmaenmawr), Verena Walder (Tabernacle Mumbles), Revd Daniel Yoo. 

Notices
Megan Price (MP) advised attendees of the lunch provided in situ and also a reminder about expense forms with receipts. There was a quiet area at the back of the room with Judy Harris (JH), and Eileen Newington (EN) had some Eco church handouts or could take any questions. The BookShop was available and also plenty of free resources from Christian Aid, Trussell Trust and the Bible Society. There were also coasters to be taken for coffee mornings etc. Feedback was also requested.

3. Minutes of the Autumn 2024 Synod Meeting held at Abergavenny
The minutes of the meeting held in person and on zoom, on Saturday 13 March 2025 had one error in Item 7 Gethin Rhys’ name was misspelt. The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes
None

5. Greetings video from the Presbyterian Church in Korea
A video was played from the Presbyterian Church in Korea, as several members of the Pyongyang Presbytery had visited Wales. Revd Daniel Yoo and Hunyoung Park are two of our members from Korea. David Salsbury, Moderator, had sent a similar greeting to their Presbytery meeting.

6. Finance and Property Board
Chris Atherton (CA), Trust Company Secretary and Synod Treasurer, presented the accounts for 2024. The highlights were that this year has ended with the accounts in the black. We have established an investment account with Brewin Dolphin as their portfolio was more sustainable with no Israeli companies. This investment opportunity can now be offered to churches.

Resolution 1: 
Synod Meeting received the accounts for 2024 as summarised in Appendix C
This was approved

Resolution 2:
Synod Meeting approves the Synod General Fund Budget for 2026 as shown in Appendix D.
This was approved.

Resolution 3:
Synod Meeting accepts the changes highlighted in red in the Synod Manse Policy in Appendix E.
CA added that if a manse within the Manse Policy needs capital works then it will be funded entirely from Synod funding instead of on a percentage basis.
Paul Robinson asked if the bullet point list was an exhaustive list or would there be consideration made per manse? CA accepted that not all manses were up to the presnt standard but that certain things, like security locks and alarms were necessary along with various detectors. If a new manse is bought now, the points identified will be taken into account. We would try and avoid a large outlay if a better option could be bought that fulfilled the criteria.
This was approved 

7. Rivertown presentation
Rivertown had been given a Community Award at General Assembly in the summer. A video was shown from their entry into the competition. CA expanded on his role in the Rivertown Project ‘Hope on the High Street’ as Project Manager. Sheila Kavanagh (SK) , Church Secretary at Rivertown then explained more about the project. She explained how the project was initiated and exactly what the changes to the building would do to help their mission wih the community. She added that the Local Council was involved and also the Welsh Government but the involvement of the Synod is key. It has been renamed the Lightship Project. Initially a questionnaire had been sent out to the community asking what they would like to see done with the building. As the local community had lost their only community hall, this building will be able to fill that gap for lots of groups. MP asked her what advice she would give to another church looking to start a project like this? SK replied that the church had prayed for a vision that had been growing in the church. It was best to be realistic about the church, where it is placed and what the community needs. If it is the right thing in the right place then it will work. Joel Sainsbury (JS), a representative of the Synod Trust, spoke next to say that he was proud to be a supporter of this Project. He initially got involved when they applied for a Mission Development Fund grant. This fund is available to churches and it can be dealt with quickly through the Synod’s Finance and Property Board which meets quarterly. If you are interested then get in touch with one of the Synod Support Team.

MP asked for questions:
Revd Dr Susan Durber asked if they were making sure that there was enough money to ensure the project carried on, once up and running? CA answered - There needs to be a capital budget and a revenue budget based on the current church costs.

Revd Richard Gillion asked about concerns for longevity, succession planning of personnel in the church. CA answered – As the Project moves along, if it is popular, then others will come on board, ensuring there will be longevity. It is known that churches that engage in these sort of projects do grow their membership as enthusiasm grows. 

Diane Brain commented that she had been running lunch clubs in Cwmbran church for  about 15 years and is looking to start something for teenagers, so she will be interested in the funds from Synod to help with that project.

The meeting then talked in small groups/breakout rooms about the two questions below:

1. What local partnerships does your church already have and where are the opportunitues for new ones?
2. What is your mission in your local community and how might the Synod support you in that mission?

8. Conversation starting coasters
A video was shown about Table Talk coasters which have a QR code on them that leads to a website of daily questions and other resources that would be useful for Café Church services or coffee mornings.

9. Youth presentation
JH, CYDO and Leo Munnick from Canton Uniting Church led the afternoon presentation for the youth of the Synod, along with Joanna Harris, a previous Moderator at Youth Assembly. JH reminded the meeting that if your church is friendly to children and youth and has a vision around them then a church can apply for the Children & Youth Friendly Award that includes a plaque that is now available in Welsh as well as English. One of our churches has received one and two others are in the process now.
Leo introduced himself and gave a presentation based on a conversation starter “Where are the children?” which led to a craft based activity and discussion. 

10. Reports to Synod
MP reported that there would only be 12 places for General Assembly next year, a reduction from previous years, so to contact her if you have a wish to go. The Synod could also make a nomination for Moderator of General Assembly 2027/2028, who can be either a Lay or Ordained person. Please prayerfully consider and let Synod know. The forms are in the Synod Meeting papers and any nomination would be taken to Spring Synod Meeting for a vote. There were two vacancies on committees – 1 on Mission & Discipleship Board and 2 on Finance & Property Board. Please contact Synod office for more information.

11. Closing devotions
Leo and Joanna led the closing worship

Synod meeting dates:
Saturday 21st March 2026 at Albany Church, Haverfordwest
Saturday 17th October 2026 at The Priory Centre, Abergavenny
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