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SYNOD MEETING
SPRING 2025




Saturday 15 March 2025, 11.00 am – 12.30 pm
Hybrid

Attendance:  52 people in person and 36 people were on zoom
Apologies for absence were received from:
Revd Louise Gough, Yvonne Gulley (St David’s Aberystwyth), Revd Brain Matthews, Christine Phillips (Mount Zion), Revd David Poulton, Adella Pritchard (Swansea CRCW), Revd Malcolm Shapland, Revd Nick Sissons, Verena Walder (Tabernacle Mumbles)
Ecumenical apologies were noted from:
Cynan Llwyd (Cytûn), Carina Mundle-Garratt (Religious Society of Friends)
1. Opening Worship and Commemorations
Opening Worship was led by the North Wales Worship Hub.

Ministers and Elders who have died since last Synod Meeting:
John Chambers		Gilwern
John Evans 			Tiers Cross URC
Ron Hurlow			St John’s Tenby
Yvonne Mason		Libanus with Barham
Elizabeth Pritchard		Horeb URC Dyserth
Revd Colin Richards		Horeb URC Dyserth
John Taylor 			St David’s Aberystwyth
Anne Vaughan 		Uniting Church Sketty

Ministerial anniversaries:
Lionel John Thomas 27/09/1960 		65 years
David Maldwyn Owen 01/10/1960 		65 years
Nanette Lewis-Head 18/06/1965 		60 years
Kenneth Graham 01/07/1965 		60 years
Stuart Jackson 03/09/1965 			60 years
Gethin Sion Rhys 17/02/1990 		35 years
Andrew Christopher Mills 01/07/1990 	35 years
Martha Luanne McInnes 01/07/1990 	35 years
Charles David Dean 16/09/1990 		35 years
Charles Peter Gaskell 28/10/1995 		30 years
David Adam Salsbury 22/07/2000 		25 years
Jason Michael Edward Askew 12/08/2000 25 years
Kirsty Elizabeth Thorpe 09/12/2000 	25 years
Lee Barbara Liddell 04/08/2020 		5 years


2. Introductions and Notices

The following ecumenical guests were welcomed:
Revd Dr Noel Davies 		Undeb yr Annibynwyr Cymraeg
Venerable Alan Jevons	Church in Wales
Andrew Kleissner		South Wales Baptist Association
Revd Dr Ian Morris     	Methodist Church, Synod Cymru
Parch Maggie Rich		Baptist Union of Wales
Captain Kathryn Stowers	Salvation Army
Parch Jeff Williams		Union of Welsh Independents

Appointments within the Synod:	 
None

Ministers moving within the Synod since last Synod meeting: 
Revd David Jones (PCW) was Inducted to the Alun Vale pastorate on Saturday 26 October
Revd Lee Liddell’s Transitional Ministry post at Pontprennau Community Church has been extended for a second term until September 2028

Ministers moving into the Synod since last Synod meeting: 
n/a

Elders ordained since last Synod meeting: 
Helen Dowdell				Stow Park
Christine Roberts				Stow Park

Notices
None

3. Minutes of the Autumn 2024 Synod Meeting held at Abergavenny
The minutes of the meeting held in person and on zoom, on Saturday 12 October 2024 were approved and signed as a true record. 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes
None


5. Pattern of future Synod Meetings
Megan Price (Synod Clerk) proposed Resolution 1 that in future the Synod Meeting in March would move around the Synod in order to enable more people to attend in person and the October Meeting would be more central for easier travel arrangements across the synod.

Resolution 1: Pattern of future Synod Meetings 
Synod Meeting resolves to have two hybrid Synod Meetings each year from 
1st January 2026, and welcomes exploration of other models of meeting.
This was approved.

6. Church Life Review
Miles Dunnett gave a talk on the Church Life Review and the current status.  Chris Atherton (Trust Company Secretary and Synod Treasurer) proposed Resolution 2 stating that the Church Life Review Fund has been set up to do the work of the Church Life Reviewand was most important.  He stated that all Synods will be requested to contribute to the Fund. This Synod would be encouraged to make a contribution of between £250k to £500k. A question was asked if the actual amount would be brought back to the Synod Meeting for approval and Chris Atherton advised that this was an enabling resolution and the Trust company would make the decision and report back to the Synod.

Resolution 2: Church Life Review 
Synod Meeting welcomes the creation by General Assembly of a Church Life Review Fund and strongly encourages Finance and Property Board in conjunction with the United Reformed Church (Wales) Trust Company Limited to contribute at an appropriate level commensurate with the unrestricted resources available to the Trust.
This was approved

7. Resolutions from General Assembly
Two constitutional resolutions have been referred to Synods for consideration: 

Paper H6, Resolution 26 
General Assembly adopts the changes to Schedule A of The Manual with regards to Ministry in the United Reformed Church (paragraphs 19-24). 

An objection had been received from Gethin Rhys to Resolution26, related to whether it should be explicitly stated that Ministers were Office Holders rather than employees. GR spoke on this and a discussion followed. There was no appetite in the room to vote on a resolution, but the Clerk was instructed to write to the General Secretary outlining the concerns that had been raised. GR was happy with this.

Paper H8, Resolution 28 
General Assembly amends the Basis of Union paragraph 24 to read (new words in blue): 24. All other ministries recognised by the uniting churches at the date of unification (as defined by the United Reformed Church Act 1981) shall continue to be exercised in the United Reformed Church without further commissioning, subject always to the decisions of the General Assembly. The URC shall determine from time to time what other ministries may be required and which of them should be recognised as ministries in the whole Church. It shall decide how those who are to exercise them shall be set apart. The affirmations in Schedule B (adapted for the particular ministry) shall be made by those entering upon all such ministries within the life of the Church.  

No objections were received to this resolution so it was not discussed.

8. Worship Hub presentation
Revd Julia Bartholomew led the presentation.

9. Ecumenism in Wales
Martin Spain (Ecumenical & Interfaith Officer) reported that Cytûn had appointed a successor to Revd Gethin Rhys – Iestyn Davies from Merthyr Tydfill. He has worked around Wales and comes with a wealth of experience. MS suggested a formal letter of welcome could be sent.
MS had been pleased to help with the setup of an LEP, with Church in Wales, at Penuel, and also thanked other churches for their involvement with Ecumenical matters.

The Reception of the Churches: The Commission of Covenanted Churches discussion paper
Noel Davies gave a presentation.
The presentation would be circulated to churches and then a decision would need to be made if this is to be brought back to a future Synod Meeting.

10. Leading Your Church Into Growth presentation
Jason Askew (Training & Development Officer) led the presentation. There would be 10 places available for the national conference in November 2025 but if 50 or more were interested in Wales then we could run our own conference.

11. Eco Church update
Eileen Newington (Green Advocate) gave an update on environmental matters, including reporting on Tabernacle, Pembroke’s recent Bronze Eco Church Award and the latest Eco Roadshows. 

12. Safeguarding update
A copy of the Wales Good Practice 6 is now available and will be posted to churches soon. This has incorporated the essential Wales legislation.

13. Closing devotions
David Salsbury (Moderator) closed the meeting in prayer

Synod meeting dates:
Saturday 18th October 2025 
Saturday 21st March 2026
Saturday 17th October 2026
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